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such cage and the following- mornmg found missing, though the
cage was closed and there was no possibility of escape.

Both the scorpions were dissected for an examination of their

digestive tracts, and pieces of some hard and soft material (vertebrae

and skin) were found in their guts, especially in the stomach and
rectum. This appears to be good evidence of a poisonous snake
being eaten by a scorpion Biitlius sp.
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22. A GRATEFULSKINK

About 6.30 p.m. on the evening of 21st September, as I walked
through my garden, 1 noticed a Skink (Mabuya sp. —subsequently

measured to be 10^ ins. long) feebly trying to clamber out of a halfi-

filled water tank. She was almost at her last gasp.

I lowered my open right palm into the water close to her. She
gratefully struggled on to it, and keeping my hand spread open, I

gently lifted her out of the water. She was cold, heavy and sodden,
and from time to time she brought up small quantities of water that

she must have swallowed in her struggles. I did not touch her with
my other hand, but left her to recover through the warmth of the

palm on which she lay, head on my wrist and long tail tapering

away beyond my finger-tips.

I walked all round the garden, giving instructions to my Malis,

and as darkness came on I went indoors and sat in my large warm
kitchen. All this time the Skink never moved, though I could feel

her growing drier, warmer and lighter, and almost see the sparkle

come back into her bright little eyes. Presently her tongue began
to flick in and out, and she slowly moved a couple of inches higher

up my wrist. I kept my hand open as from the first, but freely

tilted it and freely raised and lowered my whole arm.
At 8.30 I called for my supper, which I had to eat left-handed.

At 9.0 I began to stroke my guest, gently but firmly, along her

back. Still she made no movement, although by now obviously

fully recovered, except to lick my finger , when I placed it close to

her mouth.
At 9.15 I carried her upstairs to my sitting-room and gently

forced her off my hand into a piece of hollow bamboo, which she made
her headquarters for the next few days. When I next saw her,

she scuttled away from me in the normal fashion.

I do not know whether such fearless and trustful' reaction on
the part of reptiles is of frequent occurrence. In my own experience

it is unique, although the snakes which I handle always fie passively

in my hands until I set them down at what my daughters consider

a 'safe' distance from the house.
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